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A SIMPLE STEP WHICH CAN EASILY BE OVERLOOKED.  WHETHER YOU
ARE HAVING A RIDING SURFACE TOPPER OR STANDALONE YOU WILL
NEED TO MAKE SURE THAT YOUR HORSE RIDING ARENA IS PREPPED
AND READY FOR LAYING THE NEW SURFACE.

STANDALONE:  FOR A NEW BUILD ARENA,  YOUR GROUNDWORK MUST
BE COMPLETE AND THE NON-WOVEN GEOTEXTILE MEMBRANE LAID,
AT LEAST ONE SECTION TOWARDS THE FURTHEST POINT OF THE
ARENA.
 
FOR EXISTING ARENAS IT IS  PRUDENT TO REMOVE YOUR OLD
SURFACE AND DISPOSE OF IT  RESPONSIBLY,  TAKING YOUR ARENA
GROUNDWORK BACK TO THE AGGREGATE BENEATH,  BEFORE LAYING
A FRESH NON-WOVEN GEOTEXTILE.
TOPPER:  MANY PEOPLE WILL HAVE AN EXISTING SAND BASE.  IF
LAYING ON TOP OF A SAND BASE YOU SHOULD ENSURE THAT ANY
UNWANTED OBJECTS ARE REMOVED AND THE AREA LEVELLED.

PREPARATION
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STANDALONE:  IF  YOU HAVE LAID ONLY ONE SECTION OF THE NON-
WOVEN GEOTEXTILE YOU WILL NEED TO PLACE THE BAGS EVENLY
ACROSS EACH SECTION.  E.G.  20M X 40M ARENA DEPENDING ON
HOW MUCH YOU OVERLAP THE MEMBRANE SECTIONS,  WILL
TYPICALLY TAKE X4 SECTIONS.  THE AMOUNT OF BAGS OF RIDING
SURFACE FOR A STANDALONE APPLICATION IS X40.  SO X40 BAGS
DIVIDE BY X4 SECTIONS = 10 BAGS PER SECTION.
IT IS  BEST TO PLACE,  SPLIT AND LAY EACH BAG INDIVIDUALLY
WHEN LAYING ON A SECTION BY SECTION BASIS,  ENSURING YOU DO
NOT COVER THE AREA OF THE MEMBRANE THAT IS NEEDED FOR
OVERLAPPING EACH SECTION.
ALTERNATIVELY YOU MAY LAY THE MEMBRANE IN ITS ENTIRETY,
BUT YOU MUST MAKE SURE WHEN EVENLY DISTRIBUTING THE BAGS
ACROSS THE ARENA THAT YOU DO NOT TURN THE WHEELS OF THE
VEHICLE WHICH IS TRANSPORTING THE SURFACE,  AS THIS WILL RIP
UP YOUR MEMBRANE.
TOPPER:  SINCE YOU HAVE AN EXISTING BASE SURFACE DRIVING ON
IT IS  LESS OF AN ISSUE,  HOWEVER MAKE SURE YOU DO NOT MAKE
ANY SHARP TURNS TO AVOID CHURNING UP YOUR SAND BASE.
A TOPPER SURFACE FOR A 20M X 40M ARENA IS X20 BAGS;  AGAIN
DISTRIBUTE THE BAGS OF RIDING SURFACE AROUND THE ARENA
MAKING SURE YOU HAVE PLACE AT LEAST X1 BAG CLOSE TO EACH
CORNER.

PLACING YOUR
SURFACE IN 
THE ARENA
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NOW ALL YOUR BAGS ARE IN PLACE IT IS  TIME TO START LAYING
YOUR NEW RIDING SURFACE.

SIMPLY SLICE OPEN OR TIP OVER EACH BAG AND SAFELY LIFT
AWAY THE BAG USING A MACHINE (FORKLIFT,  TELEHANDLER,
EXCAVATOR ETC),  LEAVING BEHIND THE RIDING SURFACE IN A PILE.
HAND LAYING:  IF  YOU ARE FEELING FULL OF ENERGY YOU MAY BE
LAYING THE RIDING SURFACE BY HAND.  EVENLY RAKE OUT THE
SURFACE IN ALL DIRECTIONS,  TAKING CARE TO MAKE SURE THAN
YOU HAVE A UNIFORM DEPTH THROUGHOUT THE ARENA.

EXCAVATOR:  MANY PEOPLE HIRE AN EXCAVATOR WITH DRIVER FOR
THE DAY,  WHICH IS THE MOST EFFICIENT AND EASIEST WAY TO LAY
THE RIDING SURFACE.  AN EXCAVATOR DOES NOT GET TIRED AND
WITH BROADER STROKES OF THE MACHINE ARM CAN BE EASIER TO
EVENLY SPREAD THE SURFACE,  NOT TO MENTION IT’S A LOT LESS
EFFORT TO KNOCK OUT THE LARGER PILES OF THE SURFACE USING
A MACHINE!

FOR BEST RESULTS AND UNIFORMITY,  A SUITABLE SIZED
EXCAVATOR OF 6+ TONNES SHOULD BE USED TO LAY THE 
SURFACE,  MIXING WHILST BEING LAID,  ALONG WITH A LIGHT 
POWERHARROWING AND FINISHED BY ROLLING WITH A 
FLAT ROLLER OF ADEQUATE WEIGHT TO 'BED DOWN'  
THE SURFACE.

LAYING OF 
THE SURFACE
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